

Band
Musical
Troops
The band marches
onward to victory

ii Even though it took a lot of
time away from other things
and we had lots of long, hard
practices, it was worth it be-
cause the band members be-
came my second family and
we wore the best at what we
did."
by Robin Castle
While the sun beat down on the
sunburned face of the drum-
mer boy, he kept time for the
marching troops behind him. The
troops were preparing for the battle
that was to take place the next evening.
Were these troops part of the French
Foreign Legion or the United States
Marine Corps? No, they were the
troops of the Clearwater High School
Tornado band. And who were the
troops that they must conquer in bat-
tle? Even more so than the opposing
school's band, it was the crowd.
The band director, Mr. Robert Smith,
worked the band into being the best
band in Pinellas County, and one of the
best bands in Florida. In one of the
main competitions of the year, the Lar-
go Invitational, the band took home the
title of Grand Champion. "It was hard
to believe that we actually got Grand
Champion. It's like a dream come true
for some of us who were in the band
when we didn't even go to major com-
petitions," said junior Peggy Fisher. Ev-
eryone involved in the band put a lot of
work into it. Many band members
thought that it was harder this year
than last. Mr. Smith agreed saying,
"Compared to last year, the show is
technically more difficult, and took a
lot of work and dedication. Besides the
Largo contest, the band also participat-
ed in the Seminole, Gainsville, and
Boca Ciega contest.
Running the band required a lot of
money. One unique way the band had
of raising money were their famous
pizza sales. Each band member took or-
ders for the pizza kits, which included
six pizzas each. Also included in fund-
con't.
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